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Dear 4-H Family: 

 

Christmas has finally 

crept upon us.  As Christ-

mas time nears, I want to 

encourage you to give 

more than you want to 

receive this year. 

WHAT? You say that the 

old piggy bank doesnôt 

hold that kind of funds?  

Donôt look to the bank 

then.  Some of the best 

gifts are from the heart, 

not the pocketbook.  Per-

haps, you can give a day 

of helping that special 

relative finish a project.  

Volunteer to give mom a 

day off in the kitchen or 

dad a free day off raking 

(remember the key is for 

them not to have to ask 

you).  This idea may not 

be appealing to you, but I 

promise that you will be 

overwhelmed with the ap-

preciation, love and re-

spect your unselfishness 

will bring forth. 

Remember; giving of 

yourself is the most pre-

cious gift, yet it doesnôt 

cost you a penny. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

John G. Lilly, Sr. 
John G. Lilly, Sr.                  
Jefferson County, Agent IV     

4-H Coordinator/UF 

 

 

4-H Staff  

Gladys Neely          

Program Assistant 

Heidi Copeland       
Family & Consumer Sciences 

Extension Agent II 

 

 

 

Address  

Jefferson County Extension Services 

275 N. Mulberry Street                               

Monticello, FL.  32344                              

(850) 342-0187                                         

FAX: (850) 342-3483                                

E-mail: jgl@ufl.edu                                   

http:;;www.co.jefferson.fl.us 

The Institute of Food and Agricul-

tural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal 

Employment Opportunity-

Affirmative Action Employer au-

thorized to provide research, edu-

cational information and other 

services only to individual and 

institutions that function with non-

discrimination with respect to race, 

creed, color, religion, age, disabil-

ity, sex, sexual orientation, marital 

status, national origin, political 

opinions or affiliations.  U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture, Coopera-

tive Extension Service, University 

of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M Uni-

versity Cooperative Extension 

Program, and Boards of County 

Commissioners Cooperating. 
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NORTH       

FLORIDA  FAIR     

TALENT SHOW 

AND PROJECT            

RESULTS  

 

NORTH FLORIDA 

TALENT SHOW  

Representing Jefferson County 

at the North Florida Fair talent 

show were: Talitha Hanks, 

Christopher Jones, Temarek 

White, and Terrance White. 

Junior Team won first place-

Dancing-Christopher Jones,   

Temarek White and Terrance 

White 

Talitha Hanks place second in 

the Intermediate Division. 

 

 

NORTH FLORIDA FAIR   

PROJECT RESULTS  

 

Jefferson County had seven-

teen participants to enter exhib-

its in the Fair.  They were as 

follows: Abigail Hildreth, Jordan 

Hildreth, Nathan Hildreth, Abby 

Starling, Gabe Starling, Michael 

Starling, Elias Vargas, Lea Var-

gas, Marta Vargas, Valentin 

Vargas, Hannah Hanks, Kezia 

Hanks, Talitha Hanks, Samuel 

Hanks, Liam Mediate, Tovya 

Vargas, and AnnaBelle Bowl-

ing. 

CONSUMER 

CHOICE         

WINNERS  

 
On Saturday, November 15, 

2008 four teams participated in 

the Consumer Choice Judging 

contest. 

Two junior teams, two interme-

diate teams and two senior 

teams.                                 

Junior Team #1                          

Ashanti Wilson, Nathan Hil-

dreth, and Kezia Hanks 

Junior Team #2                           
Temarek White, Chris Jones, 

and Terrance White  

Intermediate Team #1                   
Abby Starling, Anna Bowling, 

Talitha Hanks, and Samuel 

Hanks     

Intermediate Team #2               
Trey Jones, Danella Potter, and 

Deion Siplin 

Danella Potter placed first high 

individual in the Intermediate 

Competition; she received a 

blue rosette and a trophy. 

Senior Team #1                          

Janelle Bassa-Teen Leader, 

Lena Odom, Paris Littlejohn, 

and Francista Steen  

Senior Team #2                          

Brandon Whitfield, KeôSean 

Lewis, and Khari Lewis 

The junior team number one 

placed second and won a red 

rosette ribbon and red strip rib-

bons for each participant. 

Junior team number two placed 

fourth. 

The intermediate team number 

one placed second and won a 

red rosette ribbon and red strip 

ribbons for each participant. 

Intermediate team number two 

placed first and won a blue ro-

sette and blue strip ribbons for 

each member. 

Senior team number one won 

seventh place. 

Senior team number two won 

tenth place. 

Special thanks to the volun-

teers; Mrs. Tammy Bowling, 

and Mrs. Rebecca Hildreth and 

also to Ms. Angela Scurry and 

Ms. Keiona Scott. 

 

 

 

 

4-H UPCOMING 

ACTIVITIES  

 

County Council Meeting         

Extension Office                   

December 1, 2008 

County Wide Tropicana   

Public Speaking Contest             
J.E.S. Media Center             

December 11, 2008       

6:30p.m. 

4-H County Council       

Christmas Dinner                           
Jefferson County Extension Office                                        

December 16, 2008                            

6:00p.m.-Until 
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4-H Council County visit 

Nursing Homes                         

December 18, 2008                     

3:30-Until 

County Council Meeting              
Extension Office                         

January 10, 2009          

3:45p.m. 

Beginner Sewing Classes Begin                                               

January 13, 2009                       

3:30-5:00 

District III Blitz                 

March 14, 2009                                              

Quincy Research Center 

Quincy, Florida 

Share-The-Fun/Fashion Show   

March 12, 2009                   

High School Auditorium             

6:00 p.m.  

County Events                             
March 21, 2009                            

Extension Office                         

9:00 a.m.-Until 

District Events                          

May 2, 2009                                                                  

 

 

MONEY:                

BASICS FOR   

CHILDREN  

Money is a necessity in life.  It 

is a convenient way to trade 

one thing for another.  Regard-

less of its uses, money effects 

everyone in the family, includ-

ing the children.  In light of this 

fact, educating children on the 

importance, value and all 

around ñbasicsò of money 

would in turn benefit the entire 

family.  Some basic lessons in  
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educating children about money, 

as indicated in Adapting to 

Change: Teaching Children 

About Money by Patricia  Frish-

koff , include: 

æStart young.  

æThe best way to learn about 

money is to practice. 

æMoney earned is money val-

ued. 

æMoney has unpleasant as-

pects. 

æMoney doesnôt grow on trees 

or inside ATM machines. 

æMoney-both getting and giving 

involves emotions. 

æChildren model what they see. 

æAllowance-Yes, Handout-No. 

æUse money wisely and respect-

fully, and not always on yourself. 

æDonôt confuse love with money. 

æMoney smart kids become 

Money smart adults. 

Money Teaching Tips for Kids  

There are some steps which 

adults need to take to teach chil-

dren money management.  Fol-

lowing are some ideas which are  

appropriate for the different age 

groups. 

TODDLERS 

ƽPiggy Bank Saving.                

ƽWallet or Purse-Teaching 

Child Safekeeping.  

PRESCHOOL (4-6) 

ƽCoin Collection-Teach the 

value of coins.  (10 ducks=the 

value of a dime.  Show differ-

ences in values). 

MIDDLE CHILDHOOD (7-11) 

ƽLearning Allowance Appropri-

ate amount based on family in-

come. 

ƽJobs-extra work that needs to 

be done beyond expected 

chores. 

TEENAGE YEARS (12-18) 

ƽAllowances covering essen-

tials-develop a realistic budget 

with teenager and allow them 

responsibility of paying for ex-

penses (i.e. lunch, clothes, 

school supplies). 

ƽBanking and Checking-

introduce teens to the concept 

of accounts. 

ƽAfter-School/Summer Jobs.  

Help to determine how much 

time youth has to devote to a 

job.  Assist with finding trans-

portation to employment.  Be 

creative in teaching your chil-

dren about money and try new 

ideas.   

The important thing to remem-

ber is to keep an open line of 

communication.  Allow your 

children to feel free to ask 

questions about finances and 

include them on discussions 

about the state of the familyôs 

financial affairs.  If your children 

are aware of the familyôs finan-

cial situation, they are more 

likely to appreciate what they 

have and what they earn.  

While at the same time they 

can develop a respect for your 

ability to manage the income. 
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FLORIDA 4 -H 

100 YEARS   

ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION  
 

 

2009 Florida 4 -H Founda-

tion Call for Proposals        

Proposals will be accepted 

from individuals or teams of 

county/state faculty and vol-

unteers, for activities that 

will support multi-county, 

district and state 4-H pro-

grams.  The 4-H Foundation 

encourages teams of fac-

ulty, volunteers and youth to 

design and plan major ef-

forts that will have signifi-

cant state or district wide 

impact with deliverables 

(products or activities) that 

are documented and can be 

replicated.  Use of technol-

ogy such as an Articulate 

Lecture, Podcast, Polycom 

or ñIlluminateò presentations 

is encouraged.                      

Proposals are due Mon-

day, January 12, 2009  with 
notification of awards by the 

following Monday, January 

19th.  Projects must be fin-

ished with deliverables and 

final reports provided by De-

cember 1, 2009.  successful 

projects funded and not 

completed will make the ap-

plicant ineligible for future 

grant funding.  Visit http://

florida4h.org/foundation for 

more information. 

 

100 Hours of Service  

In celebration of the 100th anni-

versary of Florida 4-H, the state 

project is 100 hours of service 

per 4-Hôer.  There is a tracking 

form to keep up with all your 

hours.  Please contact the 4-H 

office to get one.  Below are a 

few opportunities to earn some 

hours while making a positive 

impact on our environment. 

4-H Million Trees Project  

The 4-H Million Trees Project 

was conceived after a Pacifica 

4-hôer decided to do something 

big to help combat global cli-

mate change.  The goal of this 

project is to mobilize the ap-

proximately 7 million 4-H youth 

across the continent to help re-

duce the atmospheric CO2.  

Each club is asked to plant 12 

trees per year.  This service pro-

ject will end in 2011.  Clubs can 

register online at 

www.4Hmilliontrees.org.  Trees 

can be purchased through our 

partner, the Arbor Day Founda-

tion for $1 per tree for a maxi-

mum of 12 trees per year.  

Trees are shipped UPS. 

4-H County Arbor Day  

The County Forester and Jeffer-

son 4-H have joined together 

again to celebrate Arbor Day in 

Florida which happens the 3rd 

week of January.  Trees will be 

planted at one of the schools in 

Jefferson County.  More details 

will be presented to your club 

leaders to share with you.  If you 

are an at large member please 

contact the 4-H Office. 

 

2009 CAMP STAFF 

APPLICATIONS  

 
The University of Florida is cur-

rently accepting applications for 

the 2009 Summer Camp Staff at 

all four 4-H Camps.  Last year 

one of our 4-H alumni, Alex 

Farmer did an excellent job at 

Champ Cherry Lake.  Applicants 

must be high school graduates 

and must complete a background 

check and required training.  Ap-

plications can be found on the 

state 4-H website at flori-

da4h.org/camps/application.  The 

deadline to apply is December 

31st. 
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When setting up a tree at 

home, place it away from fire-

places and radiators.  Because 

heated rooms dry out live trees 

rapidly, be sure to keep the 

stand filled with water.  Place 

the tree out of the way of traffic, 

and do not block doorways. 

In homes with small children, 

take special care to avoid sharp 

or breakable decorations, keep 

trimmings with small removable 

parts out of the reach of chil-

dren who could swallow or in-

hale small pieces, and avoid 

trimmings that resemble candy 

or food that may tempt a child 

to eat them. 

Lights:                                        
Indoors or outside, use only 

lights that have been tested for 

safety by a nationally recog-

nized testing laboratory, such 

as UL or ETL/SNA.  Use only 

newer lights that have thicker 

wiring and are required to have 

safety fuses to prevent the 

wires from overheating. 

Check each set of lights, new 

or old for broken or cracked 

sockets, frayed or bare  wires, 

or loose connections.  Throw 

out damaged sets. 

If using an extension cord, 

make sure it is rated for the in-

tended use. 

Never use electric lights on a 

metallic tree. The tree can be-

come charged with electricity 

from faulty lights, and a person 

touching a branch could be 

electrocuted. 

When using lights outdoors, 

check labels to be sure they  
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have been certified for outdoor 

use and only plug them into a 

ground-fault circuit interrupter 

(GFC) protected receptacles or 

a portable FGCI. 

Turn off all Holiday lights when 

you go to bed or leave the 

house.  The lights could short 

out and start a fire. 

Candles:                                       

Keep lighted candles away from 

items that can catch fire and 

burn easily, such as trees, other 

evergreens, decorations, cur-

tains and furniture. 

Always use non-flammable hold-

ers and keep away from children 

and pets. 

Extinguish all candles before 

you go to bed, leave the room or 

leave the house. 

Thank you enjoy the Holidays. 

Mrs. Heidi Copeland                    

FCE Agent II  
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DECORATING 

FOR THE     

HOLIDAYS  

 

Consumer Product Safety 

Commission (CPSC) esti-

mates there are more than 

14,000 candle-related fires 

each year, which result in about 

170 deaths and $350 million in 

property loss.  Dried-out Christ-

mas trees are involved in about 

200 fires annually, resulting in 

10 deaths, and about $10 mil-

lion in property damage.  Dur-

ing November and December 

of each year, about 10,000 

people are treated in hospital 

emergency rooms as a result of 

falls, cuts, shocks and burns 

related to holiday decorating.  

Please use the following safety 

tips when decorating this year. 

Trees and Decorations:            

When purchasing an artificial 

tree, look for the label ñFire Re-

sistant.ò  although this label 

does not mean the tree wonôt 

catch fire, it does indicate the 

tree is more resistant to burn-

ing. 

When purchasing a live tree, 

check for freshness.  A fresh 

tress is green, needles are hard 

to pull from branches and do 

not break when bent between 

your fingers.  The bottom of a 

fresh tree is sticky with resin, 

and when tapped on the 

ground, the tree should not loss 

many needles. 
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MESSAGE FROM 

SANTA CLAUS  

 
If it were in my powers, I would 

bring peace and love, to this 

world of ours, But I donôt have 

magic enough, I can cross the 

sky, and pass by the stars, But 

I canôt seem to stop, Any of 

hatredôs wars, I see children 

on the streets, with no hope 

left, in the eyes. 

So many homeless people 

with no where to sleep.  And 

my heart cries.  I canôt give the 

things they need, Oh But God I 

would try, Iôm only a fantasy, 

that once took wings to fly, 

Some are deceived, by the 

gifts that money can buy, But 

those who truly believe, see 

the gift with the heart, not with 

the eye, I sometime stop and 

go to my knees, and pause, 

and I too always pray, That we 

will find an end to wars, and 

live in peace one day.  For all 

those who believe in me, I will 

continue my cause, Across the 

stars, over the wars, On 

Christmas Eve, For the hearts 

that still believe, in Santa 

Claus 

By: Judy Arline Puckett  
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HAPPY          

HOLIDAYS  

 

The Jefferson County Exten-

sion Staff would like to wish you 

and your families the very best 

this Holiday Season. 

 

Mr. John G. Lilly, Sr.                    

4-H Coordinator, Agent IV 

Mr. Larry Halsey                          

County Director                             

Mrs. Heidi Copeland                     

Family & Consumer Science 
Agent, II 

Mr. Jed Dillard                               

Livestock Extension Agent I 

Ms. Gladys Neely                               

Program Assistant                        

Mrs. JoAnn Demott                      

Administrative Secretary  

Mrs. Nancy Scarboro                    
Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAKE A             

MOMENT TO   

LISTEN  

 

Take a moment to listen today   

To what your children are trying 

to say;                                        

Listen today whatever you do Or 

they wonôt be there to listen to 

you. 

Listen to their problems, listen for 
their needs,                         

Praise their smallest triumphs, 

praise their smallest deeds;   

Tolerate their chatter, amplify 
their laughter,   

Find out whatôs the matter, find 

out what theyôre after. 

Tell them that you love them 

every single night,                       

Though there be need to scold 

them, be sure you hold them;   

Tell them ñEverythingôs all right, 

and Tomorrowôs looking bright!ò 

Take a moment to listen today  

To what your children are trying 

to say;                                       

Listen today, listen today what-

ever you do.                               

And they will come back to listen 
to you. 

Author Unknown  


