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interactive video series in five sessions—the last 
Tuesday of each month , beginning July 31, thru 
Nov. Hosted by Polycom at the Extension Office. 
Contact Jed Dillard for details and to register. 

Muscadine Grape "Twilight Field Day" - Grapes 
Fresh from the Suwannee Valley: Cultivars and 
Wine Making.  Aug 21 from 5:30-8:45pm at 
NFREC Suwannee Valley/Live Oak.  Registration 
and $15 fee required.  Call 386-362-1725, ext 105. 

Why Should I Buy from You?  A series of four 
marketing workshops at NFREC-Suwannee 
Valley/Live Oak.  Aug 22, Sept 5 &19, Oct 17, 
from 2 until 4pm.  Registration and $5 fee 
required.  Call 386-362-1725, ext 105. 

2007 UF/IFAS Peanut Field Day at NFREC-
Marianna, Hwy 71, will be held Aug 23. 
Registration begins at 8:00 am (CDT) followed by 
field tours, including disease and nematode 
control, new varieties, and other peanut production 
issues. CEU's available. For more information, call 
850-482-1242. 

The annual meeting of the Florida Pecan Growers 
and the Pecan Field Day will be held at the 
Jefferson Country Club, Sept 6.  Registration 
begins at 8:30. 

Deer & Turkey Management Short Course , Oct 
4 & 5.  Seminar and Trade Show at NFREC-
Quincy.  Tours include habitat management, food 
plots, more. Register before Sept 10.  Attendance 
limited to 150 participants. 

Sugarcane Field Day, Nov 5 at NFREC-Quincy is 
your chance to harvest seed pieces.   

Quick Field Test for Nitrates in Corn 
and Summer Forages 

Livestock are sensitive to high nitrates in 
grass crops and care should be taken in 
grazing summer annual grasses during 
drought periods. Nitrates are usually highest 
in the base of the stalk and become less 
concentrated as you get higher on the plant. 
Plants that have died from drought may 
have high nitrates in the lower stems and if 
cut for hay or silage they may need to be 
cut high to reduce the likely hood of high 
nitrates. After periods of drought, plants 
should be checked for nitrates before being 
utilized. Nitrate test can also be used to de-
termine if nitrogen is adequate for corn 
growth during the vegetative stage of 
growth.  

Making the Solution for Testing: Dissolve 
1 gram of diphenylamine in 100 ml of con-
centrated sulfuric acid. This solution is very 
corrosive so be careful when handling it. If 
the solution becomes discolored, prepare a 
new one. A small bottle with a dropper will 
be enough to test many plants.  

Testing Methods- To test for nitrates, cut 
stalks of corn, millet, etc., and slice the stem 
in half, length wise. Apply a few drops of the 
solution of sulfuric acid with the diphenyl-

amine along the split stem, from the base 
to the top. Where nitrates are present, a 
blue color is produced immediately on the 
stem tissue. Dark blue color indicates high 
amounts of nitrates. If no blue color is pro-
duced, no reserve nitrates are present and 
the yellowish green color indicates that ni-
trogen is inadequate for normal growth.  
[David Wright, Agronomy Notes, July, 2007] 

 
New National Call Before You Dig 

 Number 811 
On May 1, 2007 the new national call be-
fore you dig 811 number was 'connected'.  
Created to eliminate the confusion and to 
be easy-to-remember, 811 will make it eas-
ier for Americans to call before attempting 

any digging project, 
whether it be something 
small like planting a tree 
or installing a mailbox or 
a larger project like 
building an addition or 
deck. This quick one call 
service notifies the ap-

propriate local utilities, which then send lo-
cators to the  site to mark the approximate 
location of underground line.   
               http://www.call811.com/ 

Jefferson County  Extension Serv ice  
850-342-0187 
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Extension’s website: http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/ 



Just How Dry Is It? 
The Florida Automated Weather Station 
west of Monticello records weather, includ-
ing rainfall, daily.  Beginning in July, 2006, 
rainfall was below the 30-year normal (‘61-
’90) ten of 12 months.  July ‘06 through 
June ‘07 showed a 21.5 inch deficit (just un-
der 34” vs average annual 55.44”); January 
thru June, 2007, shortfall was 17.35 inches 
compared to normal.  View FAWN and the 
Georgia system (Boston Tractor Co at Dixie) 
by visiting the County website, then going to 
the WEATHER page. 
 
Jefferson County was included 
in the drought/wildfire emer-
gency declared in May, 2007.  
Contact the USDA-FSA for details of the 
declared 2006 disaster assistance.  Now is 
the time to document your actual and antici-
pated losses for the current year.  Be pre-
pared for any assistance that may result 
from the current drought. 

 
Late Planting Dates for Peanut, Soy-

bean, Cotton, Corn, and Sorghum 
Soybeans may still be planted in July and 
August if drilled and irrigated. Yields can be 

satisfactory with Maturity 
Group V-VII. This may 
seem like a big turn around 
from 15 years ago when we 
recommended late MG soy-
beans for late planting.  
While working on Asian 

 

Soybean Rust, we have found the MG V soy-
beans can yield 35-50 bushels when planted 
late and managed properly. They will normally 
mature before a frost and set seed and fill 
pods during longer day-length periods with 
less irrigation. Peanuts will not yield enough 
to be profitable from plantings made in July. 
Also, peanuts are often damaged from frosts 
when dug in November. Developing bolls of 
July-planted cotton likely will be damaged by 
freeze. Corn may be planted as a second 
crop for grain or silage if a Bt hybrid with good 
disease resistance or a good tropical hybrid 
with Bt are used. The latest planting date for 
corn should be July 15-20 to make satisfac-
tory yields. Grain sorghum can be planted as 
late as corn with good silage yields. 
 
It’s tempting to plant another crop immediately 
after earlier crops have failed.  Be very cau-
tious.  Residual herbicides can result in poor 
plant growth or death of the following crop if 
the plant back restriction is not followed. 
 
When planting into green residue of a previ-
ous crop, plant diseases can be a problem on 
the new seedlings. Seedling disease is al-
ways a problem with cotton, peanut and soy-
bean if the cover crop or previous crop is not 
killed far enough in advance or if heavy resi-
due is incorporated into the soil. It would be 
best to wait for 3-4 weeks or more before the 
next crop is planted into a crop that had green 
residue or use strip tillage with in furrow fungi-
cides to help combat seedling diseases.   

[David Wright, Agronomy Notes, July, 2007] 
 

Pecan Field Day 

Sept 6, 2007 

Jefferson Country Club 

Registration begins at 8:30.  The program 
begins at 9:00 

Assistance Programs of USDA Farm 
Service Agency  Earl Williams 

Cold Injury Lenny Wells 

Nickel for Mouse Ear Control – an Up-
date Dr. Bruce Wood 

Estate Planning – Transferring your 
Pecans Ron Muraro 

Climate Change – what does it mean 
to agriculture? Dr. Clyde Fraisse 

Water Management – the future of 
Florida water Steve Mennis 

Best Management Practices – the 
Process Bill Bartnick 

Leaf Sampling for Nutrient Analysis 
Larry Halsey 

Business Meeting - Florida Pecan 
Growers’ Association Dr. Tim Crocker, 
President 

 

Jed Dillard has compiled a new edition of 
Forages for Jefferson County.  Call him 

or come by the Office for a copy. 

A separate issue of Jefferson Farm Ad-
visor for cattlemen will be mailed soon:  

Coping with the Drought. 

Jefferson Farm Advisor  Farm, Ranch, & Nursery Management in Jefferson County, Summer 2007 
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Deer & 
Turkey  

Short Course 
October 4-5 

Seminars, Field Tours,  
Demonstrations & Trade Show 

UF/IFAS North Florida Research & 
Education Center—Quincy 
I-10 & Hwy 267 (Exit 181) 

 
Advanced registration (received by Mon-

day, Sept. 10), $75; late registration, $100.   
Limited to 150 registrants 

Call 342-0187 for additional information 
and registration form. 

An informative agenda 
and field trips to ob-
serve  management 
practices  - targeting 

landowners and man-
agers, large and small. 

National Farm Safety & Health Week is an 
annual promotion from the National Safety 
Council commemorating the hard work, dili-
gence, and sacrifices of our nation’s farmers 
and ranchers. The 2007 event marks the 64th 
consecutive proclamation signing by a U.S. 
President, beginning with FDR in 1944. 


